Oldmans Township
Regular Meeting Minutes
November 12, 2014


The regular monthly meeting of the Oldmans Township Committee was held on November 12, 2014.  Meeting was called to order by Mayor Moore at 7:00 PM.  This meeting was held in compliance with the Sunshine Law.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Members present:  Harry Moore, George Bradford and Cordy Taylor 

Previous Minutes:	October 8, 2014 Regular Meeting
			October 8, 2014 Executive Session
			October 22, 2014 Budget Meeting
			October 29, 2014 Budget Meeting
													
Mr. Bradford made a motion to approve the minutes, Mr. Taylor seconded and all agreed.

Ordinance 2014-09	Amending Chapter. 115 - Maintenance of Property of the Oldmans Twp Code
Public Hearing	No comment. 
Resolution 2014-129	Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.

Ordinance 2014-10	Amending Township Code and Providing for Salaries, Wages and Retainers for Township Officers and Employees (2015)
Resolution 2014-130	Introduction to Ordinance 2014-10
  	Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.

Ordinance 2014-11	Create Position of Municipal Housing Finance Officer for the Purpose of Administering the Finances for Oldmans Twp’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund
Resolution 2014-134	Introduction to Ordinance 2014-11
	Mr. Bradford made a motion to approve, Mr. Taylor seconded and all agreed.

Resolution 2014-131	Maintenance Property Liens:
	Block 8/Lot 41		2-4 W. Mill Street	Grass Cutting	$155.00
	Block 9/Lot 1		36 S. Railroad		Grass Cutting	$375.00
	Block 11/Lot 15		25 S. Railroad		Grass Cutting 	$150.00
	Block 35/Lot 13		19 New Road		Trash Removal	$717.00
	Ms. Taylor explained that the property owners were notified and given the chance to  pay the cost of the yard maintenance but no one paid so a lien will be placed against each property.
	Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.
		
Resolution 2014-132	Chapter 159 – Uniform Construction Code Fees – Special Items of Revenue and Appropriation.
	Mr. Hackett stated there is $85,000.00 available from the Uniform Construction Code Fees that will added into this year’s budget.   The funds fall within the cap and the Township auditor has agreed to the Chapter 159 filing.
	Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.
	
Resolution 2014-133	Budget Transfers for 2014
	$2,000.00 will be transferred from Vehicle Maintenance to Finance Administration.  The funds will be used for the Fixed Asset Inventory expenditure.  $1,000.00 will be transferred from Insurance – Liability to Emergency Management for the purpose of purchasing equipment.
	Mr. Bradford made a motion to approve, Mr. Taylor seconded and all agreed.


Resolution 2014-135	Tax Refund for Block 42.01/Lots 7.06 & Q-farm to Lereta
	The property owner paid the 4th quarter taxes prior to the Township receiving electronic payment from Lereta.  The overpayment will have to be refunded to Lereta.
	Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.

Resolution 2014-136	Electronic File Fee – Tax Collector
	Mr. Bradford made a motion to approve, Mr. Taylor seconded and all agreed.

Discussion Items:

Professional Services – Mr. Taylor spoke with Niki Trunk.  He is recommending Ms. Truck to be the backup attorney for Township Solicitor John Hoffman.  She has municipal experience both as a former local official as well as working with other municipalities as an attorney.  

Resolution 2014-137	Professional Services, Niki Trunk, Township Solicitor
Mr. Bradford made a motion to enter into a contract with Ms. Trunk for professional services, Mr.Moore seconded and all agreed. 

 Mr. Taylor would like to recommend Mr. William Ziegler, Esquire, to the Planning Board.  Both Tom Tedesco and Mr. Taylor will discuss the candidates for conflict engineer.

Land Acquisition – Block 42/Lot 34 – Shandelman Trust
The Executor of the Shandelman Trust has reached out to the Township to see if the Township is interested in having the property donated to them.   The Trust is being dissolved by the end of the year and all the assets within the trust, of which this property is listed as an asset.   The property taxes have been paid to stay out of tax sale.  The property is 28.6 acres and currently assessed at $119,000.  There are considerable wetlands on the lot but there appears to be a buildable area.  If the property were to be built, a Letter of Interpretation would be required.  Mr. Taylor made a motion to accept the land donation, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.

Assignment of Tax Sale Certificates (00-003) and (61-47)
Mr. John DeFilippis has made an offer to pay the taxes in the amount of $988.85 for the above two captioned tax sale certificates.  The locations of the properties are Block 7/Lots 4 & 75.  He would like to have the tax sale certificates assigned to him.  Both properties are considered to be swamp land.  Mr. Bradford made a motion to have the tax sale certificates assigned to John DeFilippis, Mr. Taylor seconded and all agreed.


Auburn Volunteer Fire Company Junior Membership Application – Colleen Donahue
Mr. Taylor stated that the application was introduced and approved at the last meeting at Auburn Fire; all paperwork is in order.  Mayor Moore expressed his desire to have a detailed list prepared that outlines the responsibilities of a junior member.  Currently the Township only has an ordinance for junior members that address minimum age allowed.  It was suggested that the Township contact JIF about allowable activities for junior members and that a station supervisor be assigned to each junior member.  An ordinance could be introduced in 2015 to tighten up the duties of junior members to keep them safe at all times.  Mr. Bradford made a motion to approve the junior membership of Colleen Donahue, Mr. Taylor seconded and all agreed.

JIF Dividend (2014) Disbursement
After being a member of the JIF for five years, the municipality receives a dividend.  This year’s dividend amounts to $3,352 as to compared to last year’s dividend $2,735.  Historically the Township has used the dividend to offset the cost of the next year’s premium.  Mr. Taylor made a motion to use the proceeds from the dividend to offset the cost of 2015’s insurance premium, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.

Branchville/EFP Update
The judge has agreed to the settlement and the deed has been prepared for the Township to take back ownership of the property.  It must yet be determined the amount for title insurance purposes.  Ms. Taylor will contact Michael Raio, Township Tax Assessor to help with a value.  Mr. Taylor made a motion to accept title insurance in an amount to be determined by the Tax Assessor, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.  

Resolution 2014-138	Authorizing the Execution of a Deed Granting Ownership of Block 45/Lots 5.03 and 5.04 to Oldmans Township
	Mr. Bradford made a motion to approve, Mr. Taylor seconded and all agreed.

Electrical Power – The electric has been off at Camp Pedricktown since January 6, 2014.  If the power stays off for more than one year, the property would have to be inspected and brought up to code.  Salem Community College and the Army Corp are both willing to pay their portion of electric once its turned back on.  The College already has an electrical meter.  Mr. Taylor would like to have Jack Plale go out and inspect the property to see if the electric can be turned back on before the end of the year.

Tenants – A letter would be sent to the tenants stating they must either pay rent to the Township or face eviction.  Ms. Taylor has a list of known tenants that will be contacted.

Salem Community College – The College needs to use their buildings at Camp Pedricktown by fall of 2015.  They want to finalize the land acquisition from the Township to them; they will be responsible for all costs associated with the land transfer.

26 W. Mill Street – COAH Deed Restriction
Mr. Hoffman will reach out to Mr. Rosenberger, attorney for Habitat for Humanity, to determine how the property can be transferred from the Township to Habitat and then further transferred to the end owner, with COAH restrictions in place.  The Township wishes to keep the house a single family home.



*Public Comments 	

Bill Miller -	Wanted to know if a capital ordinance will be introduced soon to allow for the purchase of fire equipment.
Jim Hackett -	An ordinance could be introduced at the Township’s budget meeting Nov. 14th.

Closed Public Portion
Payment of Bills	Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve the payment of bills and one added bill, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.

James Hackett 	Could introduce ordinance by title only at tonight’s meeting. Funds would come from the general capital fund balance.  Under consideration for purchase:
	
	First Aid & Rescue Squad -	6 radios
	Logan Fire -			4 mobile radios
					3 sets protective gear				
					1 air pack
					2 cylinders
					3 masks
	Auburn Fire -			1 air pack
					2 cylinders
					1 mask
					2 sets protective gear
	Total Estimated Costs:		$45,000.00
	
Ordinance 2014-12	By Title Only – Capital Ordinance to Purchase Equipment for Volunteer Organizations
Resolution 2014-139	By Title Only – Introduction to Ordinance 2014-12
	Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.
	Public hearing will take place on December 10th.

	Oldmans Township school has requested all those departments that use their fuel to please give use figures to the school business administrator, Gary Moore, by December 3rd so that the school can be paid by the end of the year.

	Next Budget Workshop scheduled for Monday, November 24th at 5:00 p.m.

John Hoffman	Deeds have been signed for Schoolhouse Condominiums and are in transit to the title company.

Tom Tedesco	Berkowitz is almost complete; working on punch list.
	CST – front portion is complete – basin has a punch list to complete.
	NFI – paving begins on Monday.

George Bradford	Budget meeting scheduled for Mid-Salem County on December 16th at 5:00 pm.


Cordy Taylor	He and Harry attended a South Jersey Transportation Organization meeting.  Mr. Taylor wanted their assistance in making the overpass bridge over Route  295 (Exit 7) larger and safer as well as the widening of Straughns Mill Road.  The Township would like this project added to the South Jersey Improvement Plan.

Harry Moore	At the same meeting as mentioned above, he spoke with the S J Transportation Organization about unsafe bike and pedestrian conditions along rural roads, especially Oldmans Creek Road.  He sent a letter stating his concerns.

Cordy Taylor	Oldmans Airport – met with two gentlemen formerly from the NJ Dept. of Transportation Aviation Division.  They suggested a feasibility study to help the growth of the airport.  Oldmans Airport was the last airport built in New Jersey (1983); fourteen airports have closed since the Oldmans Airport opened.  Both the FAA and State have grants available for funding improvements to the airport.  Mr. Taylor has already spoken to the current owner of the airport, Karl Baker, who is trying to sell the airport as an airport.

Harry Moore 	Met with the Salem County Public Works Dept. trying to encourage completion of Oldmans Township/County projects.  The resurfacing of Pedricktown-Woodstown Road will go out for bid Spring, 2015.  The deteriorating curbing on Mill Street will hopefully be addressed in 2015.  The County is aware of the problems on the Perkintown overpass with the location of the barrels.
		
Resolution 2014-140	Executive Session – Contract Negotiations for Block 29/Lot 5 Tax Abatement
	Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.
	Committee went into Closed Session 7: 50 pm.

Committee returned from Closed Session 9:25 pm.

Mr. Hoffman summarized the executive session concerning the negotiations of the terms of the pilot program with Matrix.  Matrix will continue to meet with Michael Raio for further negotiations.

There being no further business, on motion by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Bradford and all agreed to adjourn the meeting at 9:26 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,



Melinda Taylor
Municipal Clerk
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