Oldmans Township
Regular Meeting Minutes
October 8, 2014


The regular monthly meeting of the Oldmans Township Committee was held on October 8, 2014.  Meeting was called to order by Mayor Moore at 7:00 PM.  This meeting was held in compliance with the Sunshine Law.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Members present:  Harry Moore, George Bradford and Cordy Taylor 

Previous Minutes:	September 10, 2014 Regular Meeting
			September 25, 2014 Budget Meeting
													
Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve the minutes, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.

Ordinance 2014-08	Tax Pilot Program for Mullica Hill Cold Storage
Public Hearing:
 Bill Miller -	Wanted to know if the pilot was only on the addition.
Cordy Taylor -	Yes, based on assessed value of addition for a period of five years.	
 Resolution 2014-118	Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.

Ordinance 2014-09	Amending Chapter 115 - Maintenance of Property of the Oldmans Township Code
	Ms. Taylor explained that the Township is amending the chapter to include prices for equipment used to clean up properties. 
Resolution 2014-119	Mr. Bradford made a motion to approve, Mr. Taylor seconded and all agreed.

Resolution 2014-120	Requesting Dedication by Rider – Snow Removal
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mr. Hackett stated that the State is now requesting funds for snow removal to be in a designated trust fund – a separate account for snow removal.  
	Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.

Resolution 2014-121	Municipal Alliance Grant for Year 2015
	Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.
		
Resolution 2014-122	Cancelling Unexpended Funds from Ordinance 2011-07
	The Township’s auditor recommended that leftover funds in the amount of $719.22 from this Ordinance be cancelled.  The ordinance was used to fund architect’s work for the new municipal building. 	
	Mr. Bradford made a motion to approve, Mr. Taylor seconded and all agreed.
	
Resolution 2014-123	Cancelling Unexpended Funds from Ordinance 2013-06
	This ordinance was used for emergency repairs to roads within Oldmans.  There is $500.00 remaining that can be cancelled.
	Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve, Mr. Bradford seconded and all agreed.


Resolution 2014-124	Reduction of Speed Limit on Railroad Avenue and Mill Street
	The Township has already reached out to the County about the possibility of reducing the speed limit on these two roads.  The County needed a resolution to further consider the request.
	Mr. Bradford made a motion to approve, Mr. Taylor seconded and all agreed.

Resolution 2014-125	Refund of Tax Overpayments
		Block 35/Lot 17
		Block 29.01/Lot 16.05
		Block 26/Lot 18.05
	Mr. Bradford made a motion to approve, Mr. Taylor seconded and all agreed.

Motion:	Approval of Additional Compensation – Building Inspector – Berkowitz
	The Berkowitz project has been declared a major industrial project and as such payment for inspections completed by the building inspector must be approved by the Township Committee.
	Mr. Bradford made a motion to approve, Mr. Taylor seconded and all agreed.

Discussion Items:

Notice for Solicitation of Qualifications for Professional Services Under a Fair and Open Process  
The Township received 2 proposals for Conflict Engineer and 3 proposals for Attorney

Conflict Engineer:	Fralinger Engineering
			CME Associates

Attorney:		Shanna McCann/Chance & McCann
			Niki Trunk/Vigilante Law Firm
			William Ziegler

A spreadsheet will be generated so the Committee can review each proposal and make a decision at a future meeting.

Land Offer – Block 42/Lot 34 – Shandelman Trust
The Executor of the Shandelman Trust has reached out to the Township to see if the Township is interested in having the property donated to them.  The property is scheduled to go to tax sale October 22nd for non-payment of taxes.  Some interest was expressed in the land transfer but more information is needed.

*Public Comments 	

Dean Sparks -	Wanted to know where Block 42/Lot34 was located and who the owner is.
Melinda Taylor -	Land is owned by a trust.
Gary Moore -	Designated spokesperson for Logan Volunteer Fire Dept.  read a letter addressed to the Township Committee outlining the concern of the Fire Dept. (copy attached to minutes)
Cordy Taylor -	Thanked Bob Moore, Fire Administrator, for his time and effort.
Gary Moore -	Wanted to know the names of those individuals who applied for Professional Services position.  Melinda Taylor read the names.
Steve Smith -	Wanted to express his opinion that it’s time to address fire company situation.
Cordy Taylor -	If rules are not followed, a 30 day suspension will be issued.
Bill Miller -	Wanted to know if the Committee knew the number of calls made to date.
Gary Green - 	Inquired about reduction of speed limit – miles per hour and status of old school.
Cordy Taylor -	Move speed limit from 35/30 down to 25 miles per hour.
John Hoffman - 	Current owner is conveying old school to the Township.

Closed Public Portion

Payment of Bills	Mr. Bradford made a motion to approve the payment of bills, Mr. Taylor seconded and all agreed.

James Hackett 	Next Budget Meeting – Wednesday, October 29th beginning 4:00.  Grantsman and Water Superintendent will be in attendance as well as the Township Engineer and Volunteer Organizations.
	
	Jim will not be in attendance at the regular November meeting.

Tom Tedesco -	Berkowitz site work is almost done, building is 80% finished.
		
	NFI – began steel work, 50% of floor poured and 40% site work finished.

	Working with Jim Nipe on Cherry Street.  Met with County Engineer – part of Cherry Street right of way is on county road.  County may share in some of the expenses to fix the drainage problem.

George Bradford -	Read a letter from the NJ State Dept. of Health stating that the Pedricktown First Aid Squad was nominated for outstanding EMS agency.

	Pedricktown Day is Saturday, October 11th – 25th anniversary.

Resolution 2014-126	Executive Session – Contract Negotiations for Block 29/Lot 5 Tax Abatement
	Mr. Bradford made a motion to approve, Mr. Taylor seconded and all agreed.
	Committee went into Closed Session 7:45 pm.
Committee returned from Closed Session 8:30 pm.

Best Practices Inventory  - CFO Jim Hackett reviewed with the Committee each element of the Best Practices Inventory.  The following items were mentioned specifically:
Question #2 -		Have Tom Tedesco review for future changes.
Question #8 -		Woodstown is also “no.”  Check with Jeff Newman.
Question #14 -		Consider breaking agenda into departments for 2015
Question #15 -		Jim Hackett has reached to an appraiser – waiting for return call.
Question #22 -		Currently don’t publish Note Sales.  Jim Hackett will check with auditor.
Question #23 -		Check with John Hoffman
Question #48-		Clerk to check workmen’s comp and disability policy.
Use of Construction Funds – Jim Hackett spoke with an auditor from Ball, Buckley & Seher who was formerly the CFO for East Greenwich about use of construction funds.  There is a five year evaluation period.  The fees were collected in 2014 and any remaining funds wouldn’t need to be returned until 2019.  The State has a very liberal interpretation of the use of the funds.  It was recommended not to use a Dedication by Rider as it is too restrictive; a Chapter 159 is a possibility.  Jim is waiting to find out more information about exceeding the cap.  

Possible suggestions for use of the construction funds include:  construction vehicle, building generator, electronic construction signs, computers and server upgrade, and new building to house construction office and construction records room.   It was suggested that a meeting by the Township Committee, Township Engineer and Jim Nipe, Public Works be scheduled to review building needs.  Mr. Hackett would like to cut some purchase orders by the end of the year.

Salary Ordinance – Mr. Hackett handed out a draft of the salary ordinance for the Committee’s review.  The ordinance will be introduced at the November meeting.  Mr. Hackett may change the percentage being paid by the Construction Office to the Clerk to 50%.  The salary ordinance is for a 3% increase.

Municipal Housing Officer – The reports from the Municipal Housing Officer, Township and State don’t match.  The State is however accepting the Township’s letter and explanation.  Mr. Hackett has faxed to Lou Joyce the schedules of the balance sheet for his review.  Mr. Hackett had previously obtained the necessary certification to be a licensed Municipal Housing Officer.

There being no further business, on motion by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Bradford and all agreed to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,


Melinda Taylor
Municipal Clerk

